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the art of printing books. Nor was he content
with this, but he devoted all his spare time to editing
and translating for his press, and according to
Wynkyn de Worde it was ' at the laste daye of
his lyff' that he finished the version of the Lives
of the Fathers which De Worde issued in 1495.
His work as an editor and translator shows him
to have been fairly acquainted with the French
and Dutch languages, and to have possessed a quiet
sense of humour that adds to the charm of what
he termed his ' rude ' English.

Of his private life we know little, but the 6 Mawde
Caxston' who figures in the churchwarden's ac-
counts of St. Margaret's is generally believed to
have been his wife. He had a daughter Elizabeth
married to a merchant named Gerard Croppe, from
whom she was separated in 1496. His will has not
been found, the documents at Westminster Abbey,
from which Dr. E. J. L. Scott has gleaned a few
records relating to him, having been searched in
vain. We know, however, from the parish accounts
of St. Margaret's, Westminster, that he left to that
church fifteen copies of a Legend (probably not the
Golden Legend, but a service book printed for him
by Maynyal), twelve of which were sold at prices
varying between 6s. 8d. and 5$. 4^.

Caxton used only one device, a simple square
block with his initials W. C. cut upon it, and certain
hieroglyphics said to stand for the figures 74, with
a border at the top-and bottom. It was probably